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A Difcoui fe concerning Prayer 
Ex tempore, 



Have reid over this Book which the Aflen- 
biy of Divines is plcafcd to call TheDireElo' 
fj f9rT>r4jir ; I confcffe I camt to it with 
n)ach expe^atioD , and was in fotne mea- 
sure confident I Oiotild have found if an ex- 

aft and nnblameable tnodcll of Devotion, 

free from ail ihofc objed^ions which men of their own perfwa- 
fion had obtruded againft the publike Liturgy of the .Church . 
of f r^/W ; or at leall, it fliould have been compofed with fo \ 
ttiuci) artiBce and Hnenefle, that it tnight have been to all the 
world an Argument of their learning and excellency of fpiric, 
if not of the goodneiTe and integrity of their Religion and 
purpofcs. I (hall give no other charafter of the whole , but , 
that the publike dilrclifti which I finde amongH pcrfons of great 
pit I y of all qualities, not only of great, but even of ordinary 
tinder landings, is to, me (bme argument that it lies fo open 
to the objcftions even of common Ipirits, that the Compilcri 
of it didintend more to prevaile by the fiicccfle of their Ar- 
mies, then theftrcngthof reaibn, and the proper groundi 
of perfwafion , which yet moft wife and good men believe to | 
be the more Chriftian way of the two. But Sir, you have i 
engaged me to fay fotneihipg io particular to laiisfie yoorcon* 
Icicnce. In which alio I dcfire I may rei'erve a leave to my iidf 
CO conceal much, if I may in little doe you iacisfat^ioo. 
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%r L - 1 Hiall therefore decline to fpcak of the Eflfident canfe of 
3. Dire<f^ory, and not quarrcll at it that is was compolcd, a. 
gainft the Lavvcs both of EngUnd and all ChriHendomc. If 
the thing were good and piouf, I fliould Jcam to fubmit to the 
innpofition, and never quarrell at the incompetency of his 
auchority that engaged me to doe pions and holy things. And 
it may be when 1 am a little more uled to it. I (hall not wonder 
at a Sy nod, in which not dhe Bifhop fiti (in the capacity of a 
Birtiop ) though I am moll certain this is the firft example in 
EngUud , Ance it was firll Chriltncd. But for prelent it 
fcemes I'omething hard to digeft it , becaufe T know fo well 
that all Affemblies of the Church have admitted Prietts to 
confukation and difputc , but never to authority and decifion, 
till the Pope enlargmg the phyla(5teries of the Archimandrites 
and Abbott, did (bmetimes by way ofpriviledgc and difpen* 
fation give to ibmeof them decifivc voycei in publike Coon- 
cels. But this was one of the things in which he did inno- 
vate and invade againft the publikc rclblutions of Chriften- 
doroe, though he durft not doc it often.and when he did it, it 
was in very ihnall and inconfiderate numbers. 
Tiumh }♦ ^ ^^^'^ ^ would not meddle with the Efficient , and I cannot 
medd'c with the Finall caulc, nor guclfc at any other ends and 
purposes cf iheirs then at what they publiquelyprofcffc, which 
is the abolition and deHruflion ot the Book of Common- 
Prayer; whicii great change, becaufe they arepleafcd to call 
Reformation, J am content in charity to believe they think it 
fo, and that they have Zelum Deiy but whether fecnndum fctcn- 
tiAm» according to knowledge or no, muft be juc^cd by chcm 
who confider the matter and the forme. 
Numk* 4. But becauic che matter is of lo great variety and minute 
confideraiion, every part whereof would require as mjjdi icru* 
tiny as I purpofe to bellow upon the whole , I have tor the 
pccfent chofen to confider only the form of it • and becaulc 
It pretends againrt the form of fet Lyturgy , and that ex urn- 
fore forms doc fucceed in room of the cliabliQicd and deter, 
m'ned fervicci, I (hall give you my judgement ofic, without 
any fliarpncflc 01 bittcrnelfc of fpixit , lor I ana r^olvcd not 
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10 be angry with any man of another pcrfwanon , "as" knowing 
that I diflerjurtas much from them as they doc from me. 

And firrt, I confider that the trac ttatc of the Queftion ii 
only I his, Whether it is better to pray toGodwithconfidcra- 
lion or without? whether it thcwifer man of the two , hec 
who thinks , and deliberates what to fay, or he that utters his 
mind as faft as it comes ? Whether is the better man, he who 
out of reverence to God is moft careful! and curioos that he 
offend not in his tongue, and therefore he himfelfe deliberates 
and takes the bcft guides he can, or he who out of the confi- 
dcrceofhis own abilities or other cxreriour afliflaoces, fpcaks 
what ever comes uppermolt ? 

And here I have the advice andconncell of a very wiieman, f^^y 
noleflc than W((7iw<7w, Scclef, 5.1. Be not mpf with thy mouthy 
nnd let not thy heurt he h^fiy to utter any thing before Godtfor God. • 
it in hesven and thou upon farth , therefore ^ let th^ wordt be few. 
The confideration of the vart dilhnce between God -and us. 
Heaven and Earth, fhonld cwatc fuch apprchenfions in us, that 
the very beft and choyceft of ouroffertoryesarc not acceptable 
but .by Gods gracious vouchlafeing and ccndeicenfion : and 
therefore fincc we are fo much indebted to God for accepting 
our beft,it is not fafe ventured toprcfent him with a dowbakcd 
facrifice^nd put him off with that which in nature and humane 
confidcraiion is abiolutely the worll ; for fuch is all the crude 
and intpcrfcft utterance of our more imperrc(ft conceptions. 
But let Solomons reafon be what it will, good we arc furc it is. 
Let us confider who keeps the precept bcli ; He that delibe- 
rates, or he that confiders not but when he fpeakes : What 
man in the world is haliy to oferany thing before ^od, if he bee 
not who prayes ex tempore ? And then adde xo it but the 
weight of solomoKs realbn , and let any man anfwcr me if 
thinks Tc can well rtand with that reverence we owe to the 
ItamenfCjihe infinirc, rnd to the eteinail God, the God of 
wildomc, to offer him a fadifice which we durft not preienc 
to a Prince, or a prudent Governour in re feria, fuch as our 
prayers ought to be. 

And that this may not be daflicd with a pretence it is carnall V^mb. 

reafoning, 
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rcalbnirg I dcfirc it may be rcmcmbrcd . that it is the argument 
Godhirafclfcuresagainfl ]ame,nnaimed,and impcrfecf^ facrificcs, 
4nd offer thit to thy Frtnce , lee if he will accept it : Im- 
plying , that the bd^ perlon i$ to have the bert prefent ; and 
what the Prince will flight as truly unworthy oF him » much 
more is it unfit for God. For God accepts not of any thing wc 
give or doe, as if he were be itred by it : for therefore its ctti- 
mate i$ not taken by its relation or naturall complacency to 
him, it is all alike to him . for in it felfe it is to him as no* 
thing* Bat God accepts it by its proportion, and commenfu- 
ration to us. That which we call our bcft, and i« tfuly fo in 
humane el^imate, that plcafcs God, for it declares that if wc 
had better , wc wonld give it him. But to referve thebeft, 
fayes too plainly, that we think any thing is good enough for 
him. As therefore God in the Law woold not be fervcd by 
that which waympcrfc(^ in gentre matmrd : fo neither now nor 
■ ever will that plcaic him which it impcrfcA in /r«rrr mn-nm, 
\otmMteriA infeiU^dii, when wc can give a better. 
l^imk 8* ^^^^ » nature of the thing, ex tempore forms 
^ - ' have much the worfe of it. But it is pretended that there is fuch 
a thing as the gift of Prayer , a praying with the Spirit, £t 
nefcit tardd moliminM fpiritut ftfi&i grutin, Gods Spirit (if he 
pleafes) can doe his work at well in an inAant, as in Jong pre- 
meditation. And to thi? purpofe are pretended thofc places of 
Scripture which fpcakof the afliftanceof Gods Spirit in our 
prayers, Zeeh, 1 2. lo. %And, I rvill pottremponthe iouje ofDz" 
vid, Sfid the inhdbttMntt efJerufdUm^ the fptrit of gr^ie nmd [up- 
flttatsoH, But efpecially Rom, 8. 26. Lfksmijfe the Sptr$t Mlfo 
he/pet h omr iMjirmitusiforve kpow mot what we jhoald pr^iy for 4t 
we ot*ght , bUt the Spirit it fclfe maketh interceffion for ms with 
groamygf th^t csfrnot homttered. &c. From whence the Con- 
clnfion that is inferred is in the words of Saint • Thm wo 
muftprMy wit h tie fptrit, ihtttfoit not with let foims, therefore 
ex tempore. 

Numb, g. The Collciaion is fomcwhar wild; for there is great inde- 
pendence in the (cverali parts, and nluch more is io the Con* 
cJufion, then was viitually in the prcmiics. Bui fuch aiit ii.the 
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. Author! of ii I fuppofc will own it» And therefore wc will 
examine the maine dcfign of it, and thcnconfldcr ihe particu- 
lar tncancs of its pcrfwaficn, quoted in theobjccfiion. 

It is one of the privilcdgcs of the Goipel, and the benefit oi\Ntimy, 10. 
"Chrilh afcenfion, that the holy Ghoft is given unto the Church, 
and is beccme to us the fouotaine of gifts and graces. But thefe | 
gifts and graces are iunprovcments and helps of cur caturallfa- 
culties.ot our an and indullry.not extraordinary, miraculoui, 
and imnicdiate infufions of habits snd gifts. That without 
Gods Spirit we cannot pray aright ; that our icfinnities need 
bis help ; that we Lnow not what to ask of cur felves, is txio^l 
true : and if crer any Herctique was more confident of his 
own naturals, or did ever naore undervalue Gods grace then 
ever the PclagUns did, yet he deny es not this. But what then ? 
Therefore without ftudy, without art , without premediiatioD,\ 
without learning, the Ipirit gives the gift of prayer , and it is | 
his grace, that without any naturtil or artificial! help makes , 
US pray ex temftrt f No luch thing : The ObjeAion proves 
nothing of this. 

Here therefore we will joyn iffHe,whether the gifts and helps 7{jimh, 11? 
of the Spirit,be immediate infufions ofthe Faculties, and povveri* 
and perted abilities? Or that he dothailif^ us only by his ayc^s 
external! and internall > in theufeof luch means which God and 
nature hath given to man , to ennoble his foul, better his Facul- 
ties, and to improve his underlianding ? That the aydes of the 
holy Gho(i are only affiiiances to us in the ufe of natural! and 
artificial! means, I will undertake to prove, and from thence 
it will evidently follow^ that labour, and hard liudy,and pre* 
meditation will fboneft purchafethe gift of prayer, and aicer- 
tain us of the aHilhnce of the fpirit 1 and therefore fct foims 
of prayer ,fludyed and conlidcred of,are in a true and proper Icnfc, 
andvyjthout enihufiaim, the fruits of the fpirit. 

1 . Godi Spirit did'aflifl the Apoftles by wayes extraordina- Numk. i2# 
ry,and fit for the firrt inftitution ot Chriflianity : but doth affilt 
us now by the expreflcs of thofc fird alfiOances which he gave \ 
CO them inr mediately. So that the holy Ghoft is the author of { 
onr faith , and wc believe with the fpirit (it is Saint /'^nr// ex- 
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prcffion) and yet our bciicfc comes by hearing and reading the 
holy Scriptures and iheir interpretations. Now rcconciJc thcfc 
two together , Faith comes by hearing, and yet is the gift of 
tjie Spirit, and it iayes, that the gifcs of the Spirit are not cx- 
tafies, and immediate infulions of habits, but helps from God to 
enable us upon the ufc of the meanes of hii own appoint- 
ment to believCjto fpeak,tounderlUnd, to prophecy, and to pray. 
Numb. I ^« And that thele are for this reafon called gifts, and graces, 
^ and iffues of the Spirit, is lb evident and noioriom, that the 
fpcfaking of an ordinary revealed truth , is called in Scripture 
ril.Af^.i^.M. a Ipenktnghy the Spirit, I Coull.%, No wm canfMy tbatlefui 
A<t.i^.7,^,;. ^ ^^^^ boljCjhofi, For if thc holy Ghoft fupplyct 

us with materials j and fundamentals for our building, it is 
then enough to denominate the whole edifice to be of him, 
although the labour and thc workmanfliip be ours, upon ano- 
ihers liock. And this is it which thc Apoftlcs fpeakf, i C#r.2. 
I J. Which thingt nlfo we ffe^^ net in the words which muns 
wifdume teMchethy but which the helj Gh»{l teMcheth, cempjtring 
fpiritndii things n ith fftritualL The holy Gholl teaches, yet it is 
upon our co-operation, our Hudy and endeavour, while wc 
compare fpirituall things with fpirituall ; the holy Ghoft is faid 
to teach ui,bccaufe thcic fpirituals were of his fuggeftionand 
revelation. 

'>iHmb. I J. 3' For it is a rule of thc Schools , and there is much reafon 
, in it. HahiiHS ittfnfi infunduntmr per mpdum ac^ttifitorumyy^hat" 
focver ii infufcd into u$ , is in thc fame manner infufcd as 
other things are acquired, that is , ftep by ftep, by humane 
meancsand co-operatioii, and grace does not give us new fe- 
culties, and create another naturc,but meliorates and improve* 
our own. And what S. PmuI faid in thc Refurredion, is alfo 
true in this Quertion,T/?-ff if net firfi which is fpirituAll , hitt 
that which is natnraU> and then that which is fpiritnalL Thc 
graces and gifts of thc Spirit are poftnatc, and arc additions to 
art and nature. God diredls our councelsjopcns ourunJcrftan- 
dings, regulates our will, orders our afFedion$,fupplies ui with 
Objcds, and Areuments, and opportunities, and revelations 
tnfcrifiit ^ aod chcn moft when we moft imployonrown en- 
deavours. 
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deavours , God loving to blefTc all the mcancs, and inrtrumcntf 
ofhis rcrvice,wheihcrthcybc natural! or acquifirc. • 

But vvhofoever (hall look forany other gifts of the fpirit 'be- Num^* 
fields the parts of nature helped by induf^ry and Gods blcfTing 
upon it , and the revelations or the fuppplyes of matter in holy 
Scripiure,wiU be very farrcto leck.having neither realbn.promiie, 
ror experience of his fide. For why fliould the fpirit of Prayer 
beany oth^r than as the eifcand Ipiritof faith (asS.Trfw/callsit, 
3 0r.4.i3 ) acquired by humane meancs ufing divine aids? 
that is, by our endeavcurs in hearing, reading, Catechizing, de- 
fires to ocxry , and all this blefled and promoted by God, this 
produces faith. And if the fpirit of Prayer be of greater confe- 
quence, and hath a promife of a fpeciall prerogative, let thefir(l 
beproved,?nd the fecond be fliewn in any good record , and then 
1 will believe it too. 

4. And the parallel of this Argument I the rather urge, be- ^umK' 
caufel find praying in the holy Ghofijoyned with graces, which 
areas mi'ch Godsgiftf and ptododions of the Ipirit as any thing 
in the world, and yet which the ApofHepreffes upon us as duties 
and things put into our power , and to be improved by our in • 
duHry,and thofe are faith C in which 1 before inlianced^. and 
charity, Epifl.Jmd»ver,io, But ye (beloved) bnildtft^ up your 
[elves on jour moft holy Faith, p^iyiug in the holy Ghofi, t^^eep yonr 
Jclves in the love of (J 7d. All of the fame confideration , Faith, and 
Prayer and Charity , all gifts of the Spirit, aixl yet build up your 
fclves in&ith,and keep your felves inlove.and therefore by a parity 
ofrealbn, improve ^our felves in the Ipirit of prayer, that is, 
God by his Spirit having fupplyed us with matter, letour induftry 
and co-operationi f^r modum naturd ^ improve thefegifty, and 
build upon this foundation. 

So that in effc^, praying in the holy Ghoft or with the Spirit, ' iVww^.i 
is nothing but prayer for luch things and in fuch manner which 
God by his Spirit hath taught us in holy Scripture. Holy prayers, • 
fpiritualJ fongs, fothe ApolUe calls onepart of prayer, v/*. Eu- ' 
charifticall or thackigiving, that is, prayers or forgs which are 
fpirituall in wMteris. And if they be called fpirituall for the 
efficient caui'e too, the holy Ghoft being the Author of them, it 
comes alJ to one, for therefore he is the caufc and giver of ihcm^ 
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beaufe be hath in his word revealed , what things we are to pray 
for, and there alfb hath taught us the manner. 
y^^mff. 1 8. And this is exadly thcDof^rinc I plainly gather from thc^ob- 
je^tcd words of Saint Pm/iI, ( The fpirit helpeth ottr infirmititt) 
How ib ? it followes immediately, F&r wt kmw tut whdt iweJh<mU 
^aj ftir AS we ought : So that therefore he is the Spirit of fappli- 
ation and prayer, becaufe he teaches as what co ask, and how to 
pray (fo he helps our infirmities, fftut^f7tMfA$ti9§^, k ii in the Greek 
C9lli^or4ntem ddjmvdt* Ic is an ingeminate expredion of hel- 
ping us in our labours together with him. Now he that fhalj fay 
this is not fufficiently done by Gods Spirit in Scripture by 
Prayers, and Pfalmes , and Hymnes, and Spirituall Songs, and 
precepts concerning prayer , fet down ia that holy repofitpiy of 
truth and devotion, undervalues that inefiimable treafureof"^ [he 
Spirit ; and if it be fufficicntly done there , he that will multiply 
his hopes farther , then what is fufficient , may poflfibly deceive 
himfelf, but never decei ve God, and make him muiciply and coa- 
tione miracles, tojul^iEehis fancy. 

Kumb, 19. 5^* Better it is to follow the Scriptures for our guide, as in all 
things clfc , fo in this particular, Ephef»6,ij,i%. TmI^c the fw§rd 
•f the Spirit, which ii the werdef Ced, Pritpng alw^et with mU 
ffitjer trnd fupplicMiom im the fpirit. The Word of God is the 
fword of the Spirit ; praying in the Spirit is one way of nh'ng 
it, isideed the only way that he here (fooRa, Praying in the 
Spirit then being the ufing of this Sword , and this Sword being 
the Word of God, it followes evidently, that praying in the 
Spirit^is praying in or according to the Word of God, that is, is 
the direi^ions, rules and cxprcfles of the Word of God, that it, of 
the holy Scriptures. 

Nmmh, 10. The fumroc is this. What foever this giftii, or this fpirit of 
< Prayer, it is to be acauired by humane induRry, by learning of 
i| the Scriptures, by reading, by conference, and by what foever elfc 
i faculties are improved, and habits enlarged. Gods Spirit'liath doee 
his work fu(!iciently this way, and he loves not either in nature 
or grace (which are his two great iiui^ioiii) to multiply miradei 
\\ when there is no need. 

IfMtmk^ %v 6* So that now I demand, Whether or ooyfinee the expiration 
of the Agcof Mifacles^does not Qods Spimoioii a^fiftus, when 
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we moft cndcavoar and moft nfc the mcanes ? He that fayes, No, 
difcoaragcs aU men from reading the Scriptures, from induftry, 
from meditation, f horn coofercDCC, from humane Arts and Scien- 
ccf, and from whatfoeverclfeGod and good Lawei provoke ui 
toby propofitioo of rewards : But if. Yea, (at mort certainly. 
Gcdwill oeft crown the bell endeavonri) then the fpirit of 
Prayer is greateA in him, whoCfuppoHngthe like capacities and 
opportunities) ftuoies hardcft, reads moft , pradiccs moft religi- 
oufly, deliberates moft prudently ; and then by how much want 
of meancs is worJc then the ufc of mcanes, by fo much ex tcm. 
pore Prayers are worfc thendcJibctatc and ftudyed. Excellent 
ihereforc is the counccJl of S.Peter, i Sp.pjsp.^^, vet. 1 1. Ifnitj 
wumfpetkk^^ lit btmfpeMk,4t the OrAclet ef C§d , (not lightly 
then and inconHderately ) // icw^ mdn mmifier , let him doe it at 
of the Abiiitj whtcb Codgivtthi (great realon then to put all hit 
abilities and faculties to it ) and whether of the two does moft I 
likely doe that, he that takes paines,and confidcrs, and difcufles,! 
and 10 approves and praAiles a form, or he that never confidersj 
what he f^ycs, till hee fayes it , needs not much deliberation to j 
pafTe a fentence* ' 

7. Laftly, did not the Penmen of the Scripture, write thcE- l^umh. %il 
piftles and Golpcli reipe^livcly all by the Spirit ? Moft certain- . 
Iy,hoIy men ot God/po^e 4t thei were msved hy the hely Ghofiy 
(aith Saint 7#/#r. And ceruin^ they were moved by a more 
immediate motion, and a motion iiearer to an Enthu(iafme^then 
oowadayes in the gift and fpirit of Prayer. And yet in the midft 
of thoie great afTiftances and motions they did ufe ftudv, art, in- 
duftry, and humane abilities. This is more then probable in the 
dififerent ftyles of the fcveralJ Books, feme being of admirable 
art, others lower and plaine. The words were tbeirown^ at leaft 
fometimes, not the holy Ghofts. And if the Farhcn and Gram- 
marians were not deceived by falfe Copies , but that they truly . 
did obfcrve , fomctimes to be propriety of expreffion m the 
language, fomeiimcs not true Greek, who will think thole er- 
rours or impcrfedions in Gratntnar , were ( in refpe<ft of the 
words I fay precifely) immediate infpirations and dif^ates of 
the holy Ghoft.and ixx rather their own prodn(^ions of induftry 
and hanunity ? But deaiely fome of their woidi were the words 
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of cArMtm , (btnc of Epimeaidet \ fotne of Oilenamder ^ fome 
of Saint Pdul, { This fpral^ /, not the Lord, | O^.j.] and 
yet becau!c the holy Gholt renewed their memory , im- 
proved their underftanding , fupplyed to fome their want of 
humane learning, and foaHirted them that they fliuuld not com- 
mit an crrour in fai^ or opinion , neither in the narrative nor 
dogmat icall parts, therefore they writ by the Spirit. Since then 
we cannot pretend upon any grounds of probability to an infpi- 
ration lb immediate as theirs , and yet their alfilhnces which 
they had from the Spirit did not exclude humane arts , and indu- 
aty, but that the abled Schdler did write the belt, much rather 
is this true in the gifts and afliltancei we receive, and particularly 
in the gift of Prayer, it is not an ex tempate and an infpired fa- 
culty, but the faculties of nature and the abilities of art and in - 
^uliry arc improved and ennobled by thtlupervenin^afllftancef 
of the Spirit. 

And now let us take a man that pretend* he hsth the gift of 
Prayer, and loves to pny. ex tempore ^ I fuppofe his thoughts 
goca little before his tongue ; I demand then, Whether cinnot 
this man, when it is onceccme into his head, hold his tongue^and 
write down what he hath conceived ? If his firrt conceptions were 
of God. ardCods spirit, thenthey are fo fl ill, even when they 
are written. Or is the Spirit departed from him, upon the 
fight ofa pen and Ink-horn? It did ufe to be otherwife among 
the old and new Prophets, whether they were Prophets of Pre- 
diction, or ot ordinary Minifiery. But if his conception may be 
written, and being written is Hill a produ^ion of the Spirit , 
then ic Ibllovvs that fct-fo:m$ of Prayer deliberate and defcribed/ 
may as well be a praying wiUi the Spirit, as ihddcn forms and ex 
temf ore owl kts. 

New uic caic b^ing thus put , I would faine know what the. 
ditTercncc is between deliberate and ex temptre Prayen , fave 
only that inthclc there is lelVc conhderation and prudence ; for 
that the other arc ( at leali as m-ich as them^ theproduSiony 
of the ^irii, is evident in the very cafe put in this very Argu- 
ment : and whether to conhderand to weigh them,bc any dilad- 
v^ncagg to our devotions, I leave it to all wile men to determine. 
So that iD.eflfeCt, fincc a'.icr.xhc pretended alTi(ianccx>flhe Spirit 
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in our Prayers, we nnay write them down , confider ihcm , try 
the fpiritf. and ponder the manner, the rcafon and the religion 
of the addreffc; let the world judge whether this fudden ut- 
terance and tx /f«»^*r< forms be any thing elfc, but a dircd re- 
fointion not toconfidcr before- hand what wc fpcak. 

But let us look a little further into the myftcry,aDd lee what Numb, ay 
is meant in Scripture by fraying with the Spsrit. In what Icnfc 
the holy Ghoft iscallcd the [pint of Prayer, I have already flicwn,. , 
f/^.by the fame reafon, as he is iht fptrit offdith, o^prwdcMct^ 
oi k»9ivUdgeyO( under flunding , and the like, hxxi praying with \ 
the fptrit hath bcfidcs this other fenfcs a) fo in Scripture. I finde- 
in one place, that then we pray with the Spirit , when the holy 
Ghoft 'does a^ualJy excite us to defires and earneft tendencies 
to the obtaining our holy purposes, when he gives us zcale and 
devotion, charity and fervour, fpiriruall violence and holy impor- 
tunity. This fenfe is alfo in the latter parfcof the objedled wordr 
of Siint Pdwl, Rom,%* The Spirit it felfe maketh tr.t tree ft ion for 
uj with groMntngt^&c. Indeed this is truly a praying in the 
fpirit; but thii will doe our reverend Brethren of the Aifcmbly 
little advantage as to the prelcnt Qncllion. For this Spirit is not 
a fjjirit of utterance ; not at all cbmorous in the eares of the 
people, but cryes loud in the eares of Godwith [gr§Mnes mnut- 
teralr/e] fo it tollowes, and only [He that fedrcheth the heart, he 
nnderftandfth the meantng of the fiirit* j This is the fpirit of the 
Son, which God hath fent into our heartSj (not into our tongues) 
whereby wccry, -^^^4, Father; <j4/.4.6. And this is the greac- 
tfyd«r77'fle for mcntall Praytr , which is properly and truly praying 
by I he Spirit. 

Another praying with ihc'Spirit I find in that place of S Pd/tl,l^tnnb^ 35, . 
from whence this exprcffion is taken, and commonly ufcd, / »»///• 
/r«7 mth the fpirit , and / pray tPtth the underflanding alfo. 
Here they arc oppolcd, or at Icaft declared to be things feveraJl 
and difparatc : where by the way obferve, that praying with the 
Ipirit, even in fcnieof Scripture, is not alwayes mott to edificati- 
on of the people. Not alwayes with underttanding* And whetf • 
thcfe two are Icparated, St'Pdul prefers five words with under* 
Handing, before ten ihoufandin the ipirit. For this praying wiih * 
the fpint was iadeed ihcti a gift extraordinary and nviracuicus^- 
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like ai prophecy ing with the rpim,aDd expired with ic. But while * 
it did U(t, It wai the lowcrt of gifts. Inter do»a ItngmMrum, it was 
but a gift of the tongue, and not to be the benefit of the Church 
diredly or immediaicly. 
^iumb. 27. way only. If Saint FmhI did fo undcr\'alve the praying 

f with the Spirit, that he preferred edify'mg the Church aihou- 

land dcgrccf beyond it. I fuppofc he would have been of the 
fame miixi , if this Qupfiion had been between praying with 
the Spirit and obeying our fuperiors, ai he was when it was be* 
twecn praying with ihe Spirit and edification of the Chnrch,bc- 
aufc ^ if 1 be not milhken ) it is matter of great conccrDmcni 
towards ihcedification of the Church to obey our fnperioun, 
not to innovate in publick formes of worfhip^efpecially with the 
fcandall and offence of very wife and learned men.and to the dif- 
grace of the dead Marty n , who fealed our Liturgy with their 
blood. 

I7ttmh* 28. But to return. In*this place praying with the Spirit', is no 
more then my fpirit praying. For fo S,PamJ joyncs them as tcrro# 
identicall, and expreflive one of anothert meaning , as you may 
pleafe to read r^r.i 4«and 1 5. i Cor, 1 4, / wstlfmj with the Spirit ^ 
And mj Spirit truly prajreth. It is the a(5^ of our inner man , 
praying holy and fpirituall Prayers. But then indeed at that time 
there was fomeching extraordinary joyaed, for it was in an uo- 
known tongue» the pra^ice of which S,*Pmm/ thcze difliltes. This 
alfo will be to none of their purpofes. For whether it were ex 
tewtptrt i or bf premeditation, is not here cxpreficd ; or if ic 
hadj yet ^t afTiAaoGe extraordinary in prayer^ if there was any 
beiide the gift of tongues ( which I much doubt ) is no more 
uanloQitted to bs, then the fneakii^ toi^uet in the fpiric, or 
pcophecy ir g tx tempore and by tne fpinc* 
Vjmb. 19. ^ would addc alfo one experiment which S./*W alio there 

' addesby way of ioRance« If jpraying with the fpirit in this place 
be praying ix tmpore^ then io is finging too. For they are ex* 
prefl*cd in the fatneplace^ io the fame manner, to the fame eod^ 
and I know ik> reaibo why there (hould be difFiering duii^ pqc 
upon them to ferve purpofes. And ik>w let us have fonoe Church* 
mufick too, though the Organs be pulled dowJD> and let any the 
bell Pialmifttf them ail , compoic a hymne in niiccixcall forme^ 

and 
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aod Hog it to a sevr tune with perfect aod erne mufick ^ and all 
this ex$empore. For all this ihc holy Ghoft can doc if he pIcafcJ. 
But if ic be faid that the CorinthUn Chrifliam compofed their 
fougt and hymnes according to art andmlesof mnnck, by ftudy 
and indu(irys and that to this they were aCil^ed by the Spirit ; 
and that this together with the devotion of their (pirit,wat(ing- 
ing with the fpirit, then fay I, (b compofing fet forms of Lytnr-- 
gy by skill and pradence, and hnmane indal^ry^ may be as roach 
praying with the fpirit ai the otbec is fmging with the/pirit. 
Plainly enough. In all the fenfcs of praying with the fpirit, and in 
til its acceptations in Scriptare, to pray or Hng with the fpirit, 
neither of them of neccfTlty implycs ex temf§re. 

The fummcor ColUUdof the prcmifes ii this , Praying with Numk^ 30. 
the fpirit, it either when the fpirit ftirres up onrdefires to pray, 
7rr mottoncm afh/Miis oftxiiit , or when the fpirit teaches nt 
what, or how to pray, telling us the matter, and manner of cor 
prayers. Or Iaftly,di(5^atingtne very words of our prayers. There 
is BO other way in the world to pray with the fpirit , or in the 
holy Ghoft, that if pertinent to this Qof ftion. And of this laft 
manner the Saiptare determines nothing, nor (peaks any thing 
exprclTely of it, and yet fuppofe it had, we are ccrtaine the holy 
Ghoft hath fupplyed us with all thefe , and yet in fet formes of 
prayer bcft of all, I mcane there where a dinerence can be. For 
as for the deHres^and a6(uall motions or incitements to pray, they ^ 
are indifferent to one or the other, to fet -forms or to extempore, 
1. But as to the matter and manner of prayer , ic it clearly con- ^ 
tained in the expreffes . and let forms of Scriptures , and ic if 
fupplyed to us by the fpirit, for he is the great Didlaror of it. 

Now then for the very words. No man can affare me that the 2(jmy, 1 1 
words of his ex tempore prayer are the words of the holy Spirit : * * 

ic is not reafon nor modefty to exped fuch immediate afififtances 
10 fo little purpofc,he having fupplyed us with abilities more then 
enough to exprcffe our dcfire$</'»*</r, otherwifethcnby imme- 
diate dif^ate. Bat if we will take Davids Pfalter, or cne other 
hymnes of hohr Scripture, or any of the Prayen which arc 
rcfperled over ttic BiWe, we arc fure enough that they arc the 
wosdsof Gods Spirit, mediately or inrttiediately , by way of in- 
fufiODor cxu(iC| by riiion, or ac leaft by ordinary amftancc. And 
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now then, what grcaterconfic3cncc can iny man have for the ex- 
cellency ofliis -Prayer, and the probability of their being accep- 
ted, then when he praycs his Pialter, or the Lords Praycr,or ano- 
ther office which he finds confjgncd in Scripture? When Godf 
Spirit(iirbU5i:ptoanaftua!l tlcvotion, and then we ufe the mat- 
ter hce hath defcribed aiui laughr ^ and the very words whicb 
Chrift, and Chrifts Spirit* and the ApoOles, and other per Ions 
liill of the holy Gholl did ulc ; if in the world there be any 
praying with the Spirit/ 1 mean in vccall prayer ) this is it, . 

And thus I have examined the intire and full Icope of this 
Q2eiHon. and rifled their Obje«i^ion. Now I (hall proceed to 
lome few Arguments which arc more extrinfecall to the nature 
ofihc thing. 

Numb, 32. It is a pra^ice prevailing among thofe of our Brethren that are 
zealous ^01 tx tempore prayers, to pray their Sermons over, to re- 
. t :;:e their doi^rine into Devotion and Lyiurg)^. I miflikeit not 
* ibr the thing it felfe, if ic were donercguIarJy for thcmanncr:and 
'the matter were alwayes pious and true. But whofhal/airure me 
when the preacher hath cfifpuied, or rather dogmatically decreed 
a point of predefiination,or of prefcicnce , of contingency , or .of 
irberiy, or any of the mofi royttcriouf pans of Divinity, and 
then prayes his Sermon over , that he then prayes with the 
Spirit ? Unlcfl'e I be fure that he alfo preached with the Spirit, 
I cannot be fure that he prayes with the fpirit , Tor all he prayes 
• ex tempore* Nay, if I hcare a Protefhnt preach in the morning, 

and an Anabaptift in the afternoone, to day a Presbyterian, to 
morrow an Independent., am I not molt fare that when they 
have preached Contradidlorics , and all of them pray their Ser- 
mons over, that they doe not all pray with the Ipirit? More 
than one in this cafe cannot pray with the fpirit , po/Tibly all 
may pray againl^ him. 

>^4ww^. 33. 3. From whence I thus argiic in behalfe of fct forms of 
prayer. That in the cafe above put , howfliall I orany manelic 
ivj Amen to their prayers that preach and pray contradiilorics ? 
At leaft I am much hiiudrcdinmy devotion. For befidei that, it 
derives our opinions into our devotions , makes every Ichoole 
point become our religion, and makes God a party j (lb farie as 
we can) iniicling him to our impertinent wranglings, Beficles 
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this, I fay , while we (hoald accend to our addrcfles rowardt 
God» wc arc to confidcr whether the point be tnic or no, and by 
that lime wc have tacitly difcourleditjwe are upon another point- 
which alio perhaps is a$ Quell icnablc as the foroncr, and by this 
time our Ipiric oKdevoiioD is a little difcoDDpofed and Ibtnething 
out of countenance , there is fo much ether imployment for the 
ipirit , the fpirii of discerning and ;u<^ing. All which inconve- 
niences arc avoyded in 6t ibrmes of Liturgy. For we know be- 
fore hand the conditions of our Communion, and to what we are . 
to fay Amen , to which if wc like it we may rcpaire ; if not, 
there is no harm done j your devotion (hall not be lurprized, nor 
your Communion invaded, as it may be and often is in your ex 
ttmptre prayers. And this thing hath another collaterall irKonve- 
nicnce, which is of great coofidcraiion ; for upon what confidence 
cao we follicire any Recufants to come to our Church, where we 
cannot prOmife them that the devotions there to be ufcd , ftiall %^ 
be innocent , nor can we put him into a condition to judge fot 
himfelfc i* Jf hee will venture he may, but we canufe no Argu- 
ment to make him choofe our Churdies, though he ihould quit 
his own. 

5. But again, let ut confider with fobriety. Are not ihofe Kumh, 7^ 
prayers and hymnes in holy Scripture , excellent compofitions^ 
admirable inlirumcnts of devotion, full of piety , rare and in. 
comparable addreffes ro God ? Dare any man with his gift of 
prayer pretend, that he an ex tempore or by ttudy make better ? 
Who dares pretend that he hath a better fpu:it then Duvid had, 
or then the Apoftles and Prophets, atKi other holy pcrfons in 
Saipture , whofe Prayers and Pfalmes arc by Gods Spirit con- 
figncd to the ufe of the Church for ever? Or will itoedenyed 
but that they alfo are excellent dire^oriet and patterns for 
prayer ? And if patterns, the nearer we draw to our example, arc 
oot the imitations and reprefentments the better? Andwhac 
then if we took the (amplers ihcmfelves, is there any iwper- 
fcclioD in them, and can we mend them and corred Mugnificatf 

In a juft porportion and commcniijration,! argue fo concerning jy^^^^^^ 
the primitive and ancient forms of Church ferviccjwhich are com- 
poled according to thofe fo excellent patterns, which if they had 
KsnaiDed pure as in their iaR. inBituttoD^ or had alwajcs becQ 
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as ibcy have been reformed by the Charchof Englgnd ^ they 
would againl^ all defiance put in for the next place to thole 
formes or Liturgy which Mutatis mutandis are nothing but the 
Word? of Scripture. But I am refolved at this prefent not to 
enter into Queftion concerning the matter of prayers. But for 
the forme this I fay further. 

4, That the Church of God haih the promife of the fpiric 
made to her in generall, to her in her Catholick and united ca- 
pacity , to the whole Church firft , then to particular Churches, 
then in the loweft feat of the Category to hngleperfons. Now 
then I infer, if any (ingle pcrfons will have us to believe without 
! all pofTibility of proofe (for fo it muft be) that they pray with- 
1 the Spirit, ( for how fliall they be able to prove the fpirit a^a- 
I ally to abide in thofe finglc perfons) then much rather mutt- 
j we believe it of the Church, which by how much the more ge- 
nerall it if, <b much the more of the fpirit Oie is likely to have ; 
and then if there be no errours in the matter , the Cnurch hatli 
the advantage and probability on herfidc, and if there be aner* 
\ rour in matter in either of them, they failc of their pretences, 
rcitber of them have the fpirit. But the publick fpirit in- all 
reafbn is to be truHed before the private* whei\ there is a con- 
teliation, the Church being Prior & p»t\or.ift^r,nnJfLSy ([\t hatfr 
greater and prior title to the fpirit. Andrwhy the Church 
hath not the fpirit of prayer in her comppfitions as well as any 
of her children, I defirc once for all to be I'aiishcd upon true 
grounds either of realbn or revclatioa 
Numb* 37. 5' Church ftiali be admitted to have the gift , and 

the fpirit of prayer given unto her by virtue of the great pro- 
mllc of ihc fpiric, to abide with her for ever, yet for all this /he 
is taught to pray in a let form ofprive- t yet by the fpiric 

too. For what tliink we? When C c us t© pray in that 

incompacabk mocfeU^ the, Lord* l^"y^r, J- ^vepray that prayer 
devgqtly ^ and with pious and ac^ualj iqteniion , doe wctjoc 
pray 'in the Spirit of (Jhrirt, as,mucb as if we prayed any other 
ibrm of words pretended to be taught us by the Spirit ? Wee 
arc fu'fc that Chri(l andChrilb Spirit raqght us this Prayerithcy 
only gather by conjectures ^d opinions , chasin iheic ex tem- 
pore fonxi% iljcifint,of Chrirt tcadies liicin, 60 much tfee;. 
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cercaincies are better then uncertaines, and God above matij (b 
much is this fee form (be(idcs the infinite advantages in the mat- 
ter) better then their ex ttmp§re forms in the form it (clfe. 

6. If i fhould defcend to minutes and particulars, I could in* Nnmb* ^9 
Hance in-thc bchalfc of fct forms, that God prcfcribcd lo M»fts 
a fee form of prayer and b-nedii^ion to be ufed when he did 
bJcffe the people, 7. That Mtfct compofcd a fong orhymnc 
for the children of Ifrael to ufe to all their generations. g.Thac 
DAVid compofcd many for the fcrviceof the tabernacle, p.Thac 
Soicymomndihc holy Kings of Jud^h brought them in and con- 
tinued chcni in the miniltration of the temple. i o. That all 
Scripture is written for our learning, and fmceall thefeind many 
more fet forms of prayer are /eft there upon rccord,it is more then 
probable that they were left there for our ufe and devotion* 
ii» That S./tf/jwBaptirt taught his Difciples a forme of prayer. 
1 2. And that Chrifis Difciples begged the fame favour , and le 
was granted as they defired it. And that Chrift gave 

it not only in mtffa wrnteri^ , but in farmAVtrlnrrHm ; not in a 
confulcd heap of matter, but in an exa^ compofure of words, 
it makes it evident^ he intended it not only pro regnla petenio' 
rum^ for a dire(5^ionof what things we are to ask, but alfo pr^ 
formA trdtitnifj for a fct form of Prayer, In which alfo I am . 
moft certainly confirmed ( befides the univerfall teftimony of 
Gods Church Co attef^ingit) in the precept which Chrift ad» 
ded, H^henje p^^J»p^^ ^fttr thii manner * and indeed it pointf 
not the matter only of our prayers, but the form of it, the manner 
and the matter of the addrefie both. But in the repetition of it by 
Saint LnkSt the preceptive words feeme to limit us* and dire<5l us 
to this very form of yjvords, fyhen ye prdy^ fty^ Onr Father, &c, 
14. I could alfo adde the example of all the Jcwe^^^and by 
confcquence of our blelTed Saviour , who fung a great part of 
Davidt Pfalter in their feaft of PafTcover, which part is called 
by the lewes the great //ii^r/jfcf/4A , it begins at the 11; Pfalro, 
and ends at the 118 inclufivcly. And the Scripture mentions 
it as part of our blefled Saviours devotion, and of bis Difciples, 
that they fung a PfaJme. 15. That this afterward became a 
Precept Evangeiicall , that we fliould prailc God in Hymnes, 
PfaJmcs, and ipiritualj Songs, which is a form of Liiurgy, in 
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A/vhtch wc fmg with the fpintjbutyetcinnot make our Hycnncs 
fx timpcrtf (it would be wild ftuflPc if wc ft'.ould goe about it.) 
i6. And la^ly, that a fetformof worfhip and addrcfre to God 
Apoc« ij. was recorded by Saint Johm , and fung in heaven, ^^r.d it was 
compofcd out of the fcJngs of Ulfa/f/, ( Extd.i^.) of Du'vid ^ 
/74/.145.) tndo(Jerem^^(chMp,io.6>7') which certamly is a 
very good precedent for us to imitate , alchough but revealcci to 
^ Saint Johft by way of vifion and extafic. All which and many 
more are to me as fo miDy Arguments of the ufe, excellcncyj 
and ncccflity of fet forms of Prayer for publick Liturgies « and 
of grcttert conveniencie , even for private fievotions. 
^i^wtit 39. 17. Andfothe Church ofGod in all Agesdid underftand it. 

1 (hall not multiply Authorities to ihispurpofc, for thfy arc too 
many and various; but (h?Jl only oblcrvc two great infianccs 
of their bcliefe and pra(^ife in this particular, i. The one is 
the pcrpecuall ufe and great Eulogies of the Lords Prayer, a ff\[\ed 
by the many Commemari;s of the Fathers upon ir# a. The 
other is that iblemn form of benediction and royQicall prayer 
(as Saint calls it, Db^i* dtTriwh.c^, ) which all 

Churches (and themielves faid it was by Ordinance Apoi^oli- 
call) u(cd in the Confccration of the blcffed Sacrament. But all 
. of chem ufcd the Lords Prayer jn the Canon ^ and office of 
Coniecration, and other prayers taken from Scripture, ((6 'jmfim 
{Jddrtyr tcftifics, that the Conlccration is made per prtas vcrbi 
*Dei^ by the prayers caken from the Word of God ) and the 
whole Canon was fhott, determined and myHerious. 
Num^. 40. Who defires to be further fatisfied in thb particular , fliall 
find enough in JVnUfriius Straht, jiymoniut^ C^lfft*tdcr, FUciMt 
JllyricuSy fcfiphms Kfctc^mes^ and the other RftualiHs, and in the 
old offices rhcmiclvcs. So that I need not put you in mind of 
that famous doxology of (JUria TatriJy &c, nor the Trifiigu 
0«t sny of (hofe memorable hyraoes ufed iii the Ancient 
Church, fo knewnly and frequently, that the beginning of 
them came to bee their name , and they were knowa more by 
their own words, then the Authors infcription. 
r^f^t 4?? Ac lart when fome men that thought thcmfclvcs better gifted 
would be vencoring at conceived formes of their own, there 
W«s timely reRraint made in the Ccuncell of OMilfvii in 
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JjricM^ *pUctiit tit preeer tjMt prohat4 futri^n C^tcilh ommint 
eelehrentur^nec mIU omnino dicMatmr mEceUfia, ntfi tju^ a prudcM' 
tiorihms frtldfmerim in Synodo. That's the rcftraint and prohibi- 
tion, publick prayers muii be (uch as ire ptiblickly appoinred^and 
prefciibcd by our Supcriours ; and no private forms of our con- 
ceiving ir.urt be ufcd in the Church. The rea/bn foliovves, iV# 
fcrtf aiiquid contrM fiitm, vel ft? igiterawtUm, vel per mitms J}fidi» 
mm fit compofitnm: Lti\ through ignorance or want of delibera- 
tion any thing be fpoken in our prayers againfl faith [and good 
manners ] The reafon is good, and they are eare-witnelles of ic 
that hear the variety of prayers before and after Sermons, there, 
where the Diredory is praif^ilcd, where (to fpeakmoft modeft- 
]y)npt only their private opinions, but aifo humane intcrefls,and 
their own perfonall concernments , and wild fancies, born per* 
haps not two dayes before, are made the obj(6lsof the peoples 
hopes of their dcHres, and their prayers^ and all io the meine 
time pretend ro the holy Spirit. 

I will not now indance in the vaine-glory that is app.ndant ^f/^K^^X* 
to iheferA* tempore formes of prayer, where the gift of the man 
is more then the devotion of the man : nor will I confider that 
then his gift is bef^, when his prayer is longef^ : and if he take 4 
complacency in bis gift ( as who is not apt to doe It}) he will 
be fure to extend his Prayer^ till a fufpicious and fcrupuWs man 
would be apt to fay> his prayer preffed hard upon that which our 
blcifed Saviour reprehended in the Pharilees, who thought to bee 
heard for their much bibling. But theie things are accidental! 
to the nature of the thing. And therefore though they arc too 
certainly confequcnttothe perlbn , yet I will not be too fcvere, 
but preferve my fclfeonche furerlideof charitable conftru(ftion, 
which truly I defire to keep, nor only te their pcrlbni whom I 
much reverence , but alfo to their actions. But yet I durft not 
doe the fame thing, eyen for thcfe la(^ rea^bns> though 1 had no 
other. 

But it »$objeAed,that in (ct forms of Prayer, we retrain and ^^(jimt,^^, 
confine the bleffod Spirit ; and in conceived forms , when every 
man is left to his liberty, iheo the Spirit is free , unlimited and un« 
Itaaraned. 

l,tnfwcr,eithcr their conceived formes (I ufe their own words, Numh.:^ 4. 
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though indeed thee^cfTion is very inartificiall) are premeditate 
and delcribedjOr they arc extempore, IF they be prcmcd irate and 
dclcrlbcd, then the Spirit is as much limited in their conceived 
forms as in the Churches conceived forms.For as to thi$-particu- 
Jarjt it all one who defciibes and limits the form,whcther ihe 
Church, or a fingle m?n does ir,ftill the Spirit is io conftraint and 
limit. So thatinthi$cafc!ihcy arc rot angry atTct forms of Prayer, 
bm that they do not make them. And it it be reply cd, that if a (in- 
gle pcrfon compofcs a fct form,he may alter it if he pleafc, and fo 
his Ipirit isat liberiy.Ianfv\er,fomay theChurch,if (he feccaufc 
for it: and unleHc there be caufe, the fingle perfonwill not alter 
itjunlcfle be dothingsunrealbnable and without aufc.So that ic 
will be dnnrrequallandapecvifh quarrcll to allow of let forms of 
prayer made by private perfons, and not of fet forms made by the 
publick rpiritof the Church. It is evident, that the Spine is li- 
mited in both alike. 

Numb, 4? ^^^y \^Cottccived forms ^ in this obje<Sion they meane 

ex tempore prayers (for lb they moft generally pra>Slicc it) and 
that ir the ulc of thefe theliberty of the fpiritisbeft prcferved. 
To this I anfwer , that the hzingex tempore or premeditate will be 
wholly impertinent to this Qw^ertion of limiting the fpirit. For 
there may be great liberty in let forms, even when there is much 
variety ; and there may be great reftraint in extempore prayers, 
even then when it (hall be called unlawfull to uic fee forms. 
That the fpirit i$ reft rained , or that it is free in either, is acci- 
deniall to them both ; for it nruy be cither free or not free in 
both as it may happen. 

j\nmb./^6* But tht rellraint is tijis, that every one is not left to his liber- 
ty to pray how he lift, fwiih premeditation ox without, it make* 
cot much matterjf but that he is preicribed unto by the (birit of 
another. But if ic be a fault thus to reftraine the fpirit, I would 
I'aine know > if not the. fpirit reftrained when the whole Con- 
gregation ftiallbe confined to the form of this one mans com- 
pofing ? or it ftiall be unlawfull, or at leaft adifgrace anddifpa- 
ragcmcni toufeany fet forms, cipecially of the Cnurchescompo- 
Tition. More plainly thus, 

" ;^.'v,^. 4^. 2. Doth not the Minifter confine and reftraine the fpirit of 
the Lords People , vvhcn they are lycd to liis form ? It would 
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lound of more liberty to their fpirits, that every one might 
make a prayer of his own and ail prty together: and not be forced 
or confined to the Minif^eri finglc di(5)ate, and private fpirit. Ic 
is trae, it would breed ccnfafions, and therefore they might pray 
rilcnily till the Sermon began, and not for the avoiding one in- 
convenience runneintoa greater, and to avoid the dilorderof a 
popular noyfc relUaine the blcfled Spirit ; for even in this cafe 
as well as in the other, Wh9re tht fftm ofCjod is, there muft he 
bbmy, , 

If the fpirit tnuft be at liberty, who rtiall aflure ns this li- Nnmh. 49, 
bcrty moH be in forms of prayer? And if fo, whether alio it 
mult be inpnblike prayer, and will it not.fuffice that it be in 
private ? And if in publikc prayers , is rot the liberty of the fpi- 
rit fufficiently preferved in that the publike fpirit ii free? That 
is, the Church hath power uponoccafion to alter and encrcafe 
her Litanycs. By what Argument (liali any man make it fo 
much as probible, that theholy Gholi i* injured, if every private 
Minillers private fpirit Oiall be guided ( and therefore by ne- 
ceiTary conlequcnce limited) by the Authority of the Churches 
publick fpii 

4. Does not the Dire(5^ory that thing which is here called rc-i^^^*^* 4P' 
ftraining of the fpirit? Docs it not appoinP every thing but the 
words? And after this is it not a goodly PalUdium that is con- 
tended for, and a princely liberty that they. leave unto the Spi- 
rit, to be free only in tbe fupply ing the place of a Vocabulary 
and a C^^^ f^ttkarumt For as for the matter,. it is all there 1 
dclcribed and appointed , and to thoic determined fenfes the 
fpirit mu(^ alTiiiornot at all only for the words he fhall take his 
choyce. Now I defireit may be conHdered ladly andfcrioufly : 
Is it not as much injury to the fpirit to reltraine hisroatter, as 
to appoint b's \^prd$? Which is the more confidcrablc of the 
two, Icnie or Language, Matter or Words ? 1 meanc when they 
are^ak^ fiDgly and fepararely. For lb they may very well be 
(for as if men preicribe the matter only , the fpiricmay cover- 
it with fevcrali words and exprclfions , fo if the fpirit prelaibe 
the words, I may l^ill abound in variety of fenfe, and prefervc. 
ibfe'ilij^rty.of my nKaningJ we fee that true in the various in- 
tcrpr«aiions of the fame words of Scripture. J So that in iho 
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greater of the two, the Spirit if reftraincd , when hif matter is 
afjpolntecl, and to make him amends, for not trutting him with 
I he matter without our dire<S)iontand limitation*, we iraH him 
to lay what he plcafes, (o jt be lo our fenfc, to our purpofei, A 
goodJy compeniation furciy ! 
50.. I 5. Did not Chrirt rclhain the (piritof hit Apofiles, wiien he 
' taught tliem to pray the Lords Prayer, whether hij precept to 
his Dilcples concerning it, was Tray this , or Prmy thus. Pray 
thtfe W9rds , or fray after tkit mMHf:er f or though it had been 
\ lelTe then either* and been only a Direftory for the matter Hill 
it it a thing wbic'i our Brethren in all other cafes of the Tame 
wturc are rcfolved perpetually to cai! a ref^ramt. Ccrtainiy then 
ihis pretended rellraint , is no fuch formidabJe thing. Theic 
men ihemfelvcs doc it by dire6iingall the matter, and much of 
tYe BoaDner, and Chrirt himfelfc did it, by prefcribing both the 
matter, and the words too. 
Numb, 5 1 . Thefc reilraints ( as they are called ) or determinations of 

I the Spirit are made by the Spirit himfelfc. For 1 demand , when 
any AlTembly of Divines appointed the matter of Prayers to all 
particular Minirters as this \mh done, is that appointment by the 
Spirit or no? If ne, then for ought appears,thi$Dirc(^ory not be- 
I ifig made by Gods Spirit, may bean enemy toit.Bnt if this ap- 
I poiniment be by the Spitit,thien the determination and iimitatioo 
' of the Spiritjisby the. Spirit himfelf,and fuch indeed is every pious 
and prudent conftitution of the Church in matters fpirituall : 
Such as was that of S,Pditl to the Co^inthuins, when he prefenbed 
orders for publike prophecy ing, and interpretation, and fpeaking 
I with tongues. Thefpiritof Ibme he fo reftraincd, thathc^bouod 
chcm to hold their peace, he permitted bat two or three to fpeak 
'at one meeting, the reft were to keep filenoe, though pofribly 
fix or fevcn might at that time have the Spirit. 
Wiww^. 52. 7* ^* ^ reftraint of the Spirit to fing a Pfalm inmccter 
by appointment? Cleerely as much as appointing formes of 
prayer or Eacharift« And yet that we fee done daily , and mo 
fcruple made. Is not this to be partiall in judgement, and in- 
conhderate of what wee doe ? 
Numb, 53. 8. And now after all this ftrife, what harm is there in rcftrai- 
ntng iheTpirit in thcprcfcat fcnfc ? What prohibitioa, what law, 

what 



what rcafon or revelation is againft it ? What inconvenicDce in 
the naure of the thing? For can any man be lb weak ai to 
imagine a delpiteisdonc to the fpirit of grace, when thofe gifts 
10 his Church are ufed regularly and by order? A$ if prudence 
were no gift of Gods fpirit , as if helps in Government , sni ihc 
ordering fpiritaall matters were none of ihofe graces which 
Chrill when he alcended up on high gave unto Men. Hut this 
whole matter is wholly a (iranger to rcafon, and never fceo in 

Scripture. 1 . • 

For Divinity never knew any other vitious rcftrammg of the - 
Spirit, but either fupprelTing thofe holy incitements to virtue and * > ^' 
cood life, which Gods Spirit miniltcrs to us externally or inter- 
nally, or ellc a forbidding by publick Authoniy the Minifters 
of ithe Word and Sacraments, tolp.^ak fuch troths as God hath 
commended, and fo taking away the liberty of Prophecy ing. The 
firft is directly vitious In materia fpeciale . the fccond is tyranni- 
call and Antichriftian. And to it pexiecution of true Religion is 
to be reduced. But as for this pretended limiting or rcliraining 
the fpirit, by appointing a legular form of prayer, it is fo 
very a Chimera, that it hath no footing or foundation upon any 
ground where a wife man may build his confidence. 

9. Bat lately, how if the fpirit muft be retrained, and that by Numl^, 5 
precept Apollolicall? That calls us to a new account. But if it 
be not trne, what mcanesS. *P4*/, by faying The fpirits of tht 
Prophets mufi h fnhjeEi tttheTrcphtt/f What greater reftraint 
then fabjciftion ? If fubjedled, then they muft be ruled ; if ru!ed, 
then limited. prefcribed onto, and as much under reftraint as the 
fpirits ofihefapei^our Prophets ftiail judge convenient. I fuppofe 
by this time this objcdion will trouble us no more. But perhaps 
another will. 

For why arc not the Minifters to be left as well to their li- Numk,')6' 
berty in making their Prayers as their Sermons? I anfwer, the 
Church may if fhc will, but whether ftiedoth well or no, let her 
confider. This I am fure, there is not the fame reafon, and I fear 
the experience the world hath already had of it, will makedc- 
onftration enough of the inconvenience. But however the diffc« 
u:cs are many. 

I. Our prayers offered up by the Miniftcr,arc in bchalfeand JVjww^* 57* 
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uTibc name of ihe people , and therefore great reaibn they 
fhould know before -hand, what i$ to be prefented, that if ihey 
like not the melTage, they may rcfnfc to communicate ;crpeci« 
ally fince people are fo divided in their opinions, in their hopes, 
and in their faiths : it being a duty to refbfe Communion with 
thofe prayers which they think to haveinihem the matter of fin 
or doubting. Which reafononthe other part ccafcs, tor the Mini- 
fter being to ipcak from God to the people, if he fpeaks what he 
ought not, God can right him (clfe, however is not partner of the 
finne, as in the other cafe, the people polTibly may be. 
Kmt^^ 58. 2. It is more fit a liberty be left in preaching then praying, 
bccaufe the addrcfle of our difcourfes and exhortations are to be 
made according to the underflandingand capacity of the audience, 
their prejudices are to be removed , all advantages to be taken, 
and they are to be furprized that way they lie moft open \^Bmt 
being crafty I cMHghtyonJmh Saint to iht CtrimhUni] 
and difcourfes and arguments Ad homhtem , upon their particular ' 
principles and pradices may more move them then the moft 
polite and accurate that doe no& comply and wind about their 
fancies and afFvdions. S. Paul from the abfurd practice of being 
baptized for the dead , made an excellent Argument to con- 
vince the Corinthians of the Refurre(5^ion. But this reafon alfo 
ceafes in our prayers. For God underfhndeth what we fay fure 
enough, he hath no prejudices to be removed, no infirmities to 
be wiought opoB , and a fine figure of Rhctorick , a pleafanc 
cadence, and a aarious expreflfion, move not him at all ; no other 
rwinings and complyances Hirre him, but charity, and humility^ 
andzea(e,and importunity , which all arc things internall and 
fpirituall. And therefore of neceffity there is to be great varie- 
ty of difcourfes to the people, and permiffions accordingly , but 
not fo to God, with whom a Deus miferere prevailcs as foon as 
the great office of 40 houres not long fince invented in the 
Church ofRgme , or any other prayers Ipun out to a length bc- 
yond the cxtenfion of the office of a Pharifec. 
Www*, j^. I fcarc ic cannot ftand with our reverence to God, to per- 
mit to every fpirit a liberty of publike addreHe to him in bchaWfe 
of the people. Indeed he that is not fit to pray, is not alvvayes fit 
to £reach; bur it if more lafe to be bold with rhe people then 
* — vvitfi* 
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iwith God, if ihcpcrfons be not fo fit. In that there may be i«- 
difcrction^but there may be impiety and irreligion in this. The 
people may better cxculc and pardon an indifcrction or a rude- 
ncflc (if any fnch (liould happen) then we may venture to offer 
it to God. 1 

4. There is a latitude of Theology, much whereof is left to i^umh* 

til, fb, without prccife and clear determination , /that withoutj^' ' 
breach either of faith or charity, men may differ in opinion ; and • 
if they may not be pemniuedto abound in their own fen fe, they! 
will be apt to complainc of tyrannic over conlcienccs, and that 
men Lord if over iheir faith. In Prayer this thing is lb diffe- 
rent, that it is imprudent and full of inconvenience to derive 
fbch things intoour prayers, which may with good profit be mat- 
ter of Sermons. Therefore here a liberty may well enough be 
granted, when there it may better be dcnycd. 

5. But indeed, if I may freely declare my opinion, I think Nmmh* Si^ 
it were not amiffc if the liberty of making Sermons were 

fome thing more reii rained then it is , and that either fuch 
perfons only were intrufted with liberty for whom the Church 
her felfe may fafely bee refponfall, that is, to men learned 
and pious, and that the other part, the f^ni^m Cltri , (hould 
inftrisdt the people out of the fountaines of the Church, and up- 
on the publicknocJcy till by fo longexercife and difcipline in the 
Schoolesof the Prophets, they mayalfo beintrulicd tominiller 
of their own untotne people. This I am furc was the prai^icc 
of the Primitive Church when Preaching was as ablv and reli- 
giouQy performed ainow ic is. But in this I prefcribe nothing. 
But truly I think the reverend Divines of the Aflembiy are 
many of my mind in this paiiicular , and that they obferve a 
liberty indulged to fome perfons to preach, which I thiilk ihcy 
had rather (hould hold their peace , and yet think the Church 
better edified in your filence then their Sermons. 

6* But yet me thinks the Argument objected, if itwerc A'/wn^.^a." 
turned with the edge the other way , would have more reafoo! 
in it ;and«inftead of arguing [^hj/fhrttU r,ot the fdme he mUow^ 
ed in prayitig as im freaehtng | it were better to fubRitute this. 
If they can pray with the fpirit, why alfo doe they not preach 
with the ipirit? and if praying with the fpirit be praying ^a; 
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temfore.vihy (hall they not preach ex tempore too, orcliecoh- 
fcfle that they preach without the fpirit, or that they have not 

I the gift of Preaching ? For ro fay that the gift of prayer , It a 

, gift extempore, but the gift of Preaching is with f^udy and 
deliberation, is to become vaine and impertinent. Quf^s emim 

\ difcrevit f Who hath made them of a different confideraiion ? 

, I mean as to this particular, as to their efficient caufc. Nor rea- 
Ibn, nor revelation, nor God , nor man. 
^t{MVih, 6^, To fummeup all. If any man hath a mind to exercifc his 
gift of Prayer, let him fet himlclfto work, and compofe Books 
of Devotion, ( we have great need of them in the Church of 
England, fo apparent need, that the Papi(i$ have made it an 
objedion againrtus) and this his gift of Prayer will bee ro 
edification. But othc^\i^e, I undcrrtand it is more fit for orten- 
taiion, then any fpirituall advantage. For God hears iis not tl>e 
foorcr for 6\xrix tempore i long, or corccived prayers ; po/Tibly 
they may become a h-ndrancc, as in the caki before iniJanccd. 
'And I am furc if the people be intelligent, and can difcern , 
ihey archindredin their Devotion, for they dare not fay Amen 
till they have confidcred ; and many fuch cafes will occurre in 
ex tempore prayers, that need much confidering before weatieft 
ihem. But i( the people bee not intelligent, they are apt to 
Iwallow all the inconvenicncies which may multiply in fo great 
a licence; and therefore it were well that the Govemours of 
the Church who are to anfwer for their fouJes , (hould judge for 
ihem, before they fay tAmen , which judgement Qinnr.t bcc 
without fet-form$ of Liturgy. My fentence therefore is , ir« 
tiivufMw camf fdjutr. Let US be as we are already. Few changes 
I are for the better. 

\Nnmh. 64, For if it be pretended, that in the Liturgy of the Church of 
i EngUnd^ which wasGomporcd with much asc and judgcroeniby 
j a Church that hath as much reafon to be confident fhc hath the 
Spirit and gifts of Prayer, as any fingle perfon hath^'and each 
learned man that was at its firll compolition , can as much prove 
that he had the Spirit, as the objedors now adayes : (andhfc 
that boafts tnoi\, certainly hath the leall. ) If 1 fay it be prc- 
. tended , there are many errours and inconveniences boifa in die 
! order and the matter of the Common-Prayer Book , irade by 
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fuch men , with much induflry ; How much more , and with 
how much greater realbn may we all dread the inconvcnicncies 
and dilbrdcrs of ex ttmptre prayers? where there is neither cod-j 
jun(f^ ion of heads , nor premeditation, nor indullry , nor me-; 
thod,ror art , nor any of thole things (or at leaft not in the, 
fsme degree) which were likely to have exempted the Com- 
mon-Prayer Book from errours and diforders. If thefe thingpj 
be in the green tree, what will be done in the dry ? | 

But if it be faid , the fx tewptre and conceived prayers will ^ttrrf^,6^, 
be fecured from errour by the Duc&ory , becaufc that challti 
them out ihe matter. I anfwer, it is not fufficieni , becaulc if 
when men lludy both the matter and the words too^they may be 
(and it is pretended are adually) erroneous ; much more may they 
when the matter is left much mote at liberty , and ihewordi! 
under no refirainc at all. And no man can avoid the prefTurcf 
and the weight of this, unlcffe the Compilers of the Dirc<^ory 
were infallible, and that all their /ollowen were fo too, of the 
certainty of which I am not yet fully fatisfied. 

And after all this 1 would fain know, what benefit and ad- T^Mmh, C6, 
vantages fiiall the Church of EngUrd in her united capacity, 
and every particular in the dirfulcd capacity receive by this new 
d«vice? For the pubhke it is cleare, that whether ihcMinirteu , 
pray before they iludy or ftudy before thty pray , there muft ' 
needs be infinite deformity in the publike worllup, and all t|^ ; 
benefits whicf) were before the confaquents of conformity and 
unity, will be loft, and if they be not valuable, I leave it to all 
ihem to confider, who know the inconveniences of publike diu 
.nnion, and the publike di!union that is certainly ccnfcquent to ' 
ihem who doe* not communicate in any common formei of | 
Worfhip. And tothink that ihcDirt£Vory will bring conformi- I 
ty, is as if one fhould fay , that all who are under the fame He- 
mi>phcreare joyncd'i* communi patriae and will love like Coun- 
trymen ; for under the Diretftory there will be as different Re- 
ligions, and as ditferenc delires, and as differing formes as there 
are icveralf varieties of men and manners under the onehalfe of 
•heaven A\ho yet breath under the lame halfc of the Globe. But 
J ask again what benefit can the publike receive by this forme, 
oc ihb no form, for I know not Arhcihcr to call it. Shall tbe 
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matter of praycri be better in all Churches ? (hall God be bet- 
ter ferved ? fhall the word of God and the beft patterm of 
prayers be alwaycs exactly followed? It is well if it be. But 
there ii feeurity given u5 by the Dire6^ory ; for the matter it 
left at every mans difpofefor all that, and wemuft depend up- 
on the honerty of every particular for it ; and if any man proves 
a Hcretick, or a Knave , then he may introduce what impiety 
hcpleafe, into the publick formes of Gods worfhip ; and there 
is no law made to prevent it, and it mult be cured afterwards if 
it can; but before-hand it is not prevented at all by the Di- 
redory , which trufts every man. But I obferve, that all the 
benefit which is pretended, is, that it will make an able Miniitery, 
which I confeflc lam very much from believing, and fo will every 
man be that conliders what kind of men they are that have 
been moft zealous for that way of conceived prayer. I am 
furc that very^fcw of the learnedft, very many ignoranti, moft 
thole who have made leart abode in the Schools of the Pro- 
phets. And that Imaydifgracc no mans perlon, we fceTradef- • 
men of the mofl illiberall arts, and women pretend to it , and 
doe it with as many words (and that's the maine thing) with 
as much confidence , and fpecioufnefle , and fpirit , as the beft 
among them. And it isbnta fmall portion of learning that will 
fervea man to make conceived formes of prayer, which they have 
^lily upon the f^ock of other men, or upon their own fancic,or 
upon any thing in which no learning is required. He that 
Inowes nothing of the craft may be in the Preachers trade. But 
what? Is God better ferved? I would fainefee any Authority, 
or any rcafon , or any probability for that, I am fure ignorant 
men ofFcr him none of the beft iacrificeifArrrfl*^/, and learned 
,' men will be fure to deliberate , and know. God is then better 
; fcrvedi when he ferved by a publike , then when by a private 
fpirit. I cannot imagine what accruementf will hence come t« 
the publike: it may be fome advantages may be to the private 
• interefts of men. For there are a fort of men whom our bkilcd ^ 

Saviour noted, who do devoure widewei innfei , ariA for d 
\ tenamske long ft^iytft. They make prayers , and ihcy *iakc 
them long, by this mcanes they receive double advantiiges, for 
they get reputation to theit ability , and to their piccy. And 
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alihough the Ccnnmon. prayer Book in the Preface to"thc^bT^ 
icdlory bee charged with unnecelTary length , yet we fee that 
moft of thcfc men , they that are molt eminent or would be 
io,makc their prayers longer , and will not lofc the benefits 
which their credit gets,and ihey by their acdit, for making their 
prayers. 

Adde to ihisthar^there is no promife in Scriprurcihat he who^ 
praycs cx tempore (hstW be heard the better, or that he fliall bee* 
aflmed at all to fuch purpofes ; and therefore to innovate in fo 
high a matter without a warrant to command us, or a promife 
to warrant us, is no better then vanity in the tlyng , and pre* 
fumption in the perfon. He therefore that confiders that this 
way of prayer is without all manner of precedent in the Primi- 
tive Church, againft the example of all famous Chiirches in all 
Chriftendome in the whole defcent of 15. Ages , without all 
command and warrant of Scripture , that k i» enreafonable in 
the nature of the thing, againii pxtakticc and the bert wiledomc 
of humanity, becaufe it is without deliberation, that it is inno- 
vation in a high degree without that Authority which is truly 
» and by inherent and ancient right to command and prefcribe 
10 us in extcrnall forms of worfliip, that it is much to the dif- 
grace of the firrt reformers of our Religion , that it gives en- 
couragement 'to the Papilh , to qnarrell with fome reafon and 
more preterce againft our Reformation , as being by the Di- 
rectory confclfed to have been done in much blindneffc, and 
therefore might erre in the cxcede as well as in the defeA, in 
the throwing out too much, as casing off too little, which is 
the more likely , becaufe ihcy wanted zeale to carry it farrc 
enough. He that confiders the univcrfall deformity ofpub^ 
like worfhip and the no meanes of unibn, no Symbol of pub- 
Jikc CftinmiJnion being publikely configned, that all Herefics may 
with the lame Authority bee brought into our prayers , and 
offered to God in bchaltc of the people, with the fame Authori- 
ty that any truth may* all the matter of onr pfayers being lets 
to the choycc of all men , of all pcrlwafions , and then ob- 
^i^s that actually there are in many places , herefie, and bla- 
^>hcrny^ and impert'ncncy, and illiterate rudcncfiesput into the 
devotions of the molt Soiemne daycs, ana the mol\ publikc 
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meetings ; ani then Ultly , chat there are divers pares of Ly- 
lurgy , tor which no provifions at all is made in the Direflory, 
and the very adminiltratioo of the Sacraments left fo ioofdy, 
that if there b: any thing eiienciall in the forms of Sjcramints.* 
the Sacratncpt may come inetfeiluill by want of due word?, and 
due minift ration. I lay, he that confidjrs all thefe things ( and 
many more he may confidcr) will finde that particular men arc 
t not fit to be intruded to otfer in publikc with cheir private 
fpirit, to God, for the people , in fuch lolcmnitics, in matters oj»lb 
j great concernment, where the honour of God , the benefit of 
i the people, the intereit of Kingdomes, the being of a Church, 
the unity of minds, the conformity of pradice, the truth of pet- 
fwafioMS > and the falvation of foules , are fo very much concer- 
ned , ai they are in the publike prayers of a whole Nitionall 
Church. An unlearned man is not to be trulled, and a 
Wtlt Tnan dare Bot truft himfclfe ; hee that is 
ignorauc cannot, he that is know- 
ing will mot. 



The End. 



